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PROFESSOR MICHAEL QUINLAN, AO — TRIBUTE 
Statement by Minister for Health 

MR R.H. COOK (Kwinana — Minister for Health) [12.04 pm]: I rise to speak on the recent passing of one of 
Western Australia’s most respected health leaders, Professor Michael Quinlan. Professor Quinlan was the state’s first 
nuclear medicine physician. Trained at Johns Hopkins University in Baltimore, USA, he worked at Royal Perth 
Hospital in the department of medical physics before setting up nuclear medicine departments at Sir Charles 
Gairdner Hospital and St John of God Subiaco Hospital. Professor Quinlan was committed to education and training. 
He also established the first nuclear medicine registrar training program in WA and was a foundation member of 
the Australian and New Zealand Society of Nuclear Medicine, which was formed in 1969. Professor Quinlan taught 
medical students and prospective physicians for over five decades and played an important role in establishing the 
University of Notre Dame’s medical school in Western Australia. The Michael Quinlan Scholarship provides 
support to medical students studying at Notre Dame. 
Professor Quinlan is remembered for his contribution to many of WA’s health organisations and universities. He was 
a Fellow of the Royal Australasian College of Physicians, professor of medicine at the University of Notre Dame, 
adjunct professor at the University of Western Australia and emeritus consultant physician at Sir Charles Gairdner 
Hospital, and a former director of the medical teaching unit at St John of God Subiaco Hospital. Professor Quinlan 
was awarded the College Medal by the Royal Australasian College of Physicians in 1998 and the Order of Australia 
in 2018. Professor Quinlan has contributed significantly to the Western Australian health sector over many years. He 
could be described as a true pioneer of medicine in this state and will long be remembered by health professionals 
and many Western Australians. I offer my heartfelt condolences to his family, friends and colleagues. 
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